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at Upper Larimer Events
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Future
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O U R  V I S I O N  I S  T H AT  A C R O S S 

C O L O R A D O ,  E A C H  O F  U S  C A N  S AY :  

We have all we 
need to live 
healthy lives.

banking for good

efirstbank.com
1 (800) 964-3444

Member FDIC

Visit us online or at any nearby branch.

In-person or online, 
FirstBank is here for you.

FirstBank Proudly Supports
Hope for the Future.



Purchase a home and receive 
down payment assistance up to 
$25,500*

 Affordable Mortgage Programs – ColoradoBMO Home Lending
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*  BMO offers affordable mortgage programs and works with government and community organizations that offer down payment and closing cost assistance. The availability and amount of down payment and closing 

cost assistance varies based on income and property location. Down payment assistance is made possible through the following programs:
†  BMO’s Welcome Home Grant

BMO offers a $3,000 grant to borrowers purchasing or refinancing a primary residence in a low- or moderate- income census tract in designated counties. Income and property restrictions apply. BMO’s Welcome
Home Grant Program may be subject to other applicable restrictions. Applications must be received between August 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025. Additional down payment assistance options may be available. 
Contact a banker for details.

‡  CHFA Preferred Plus Program
CHFA Preferred Plus Program offers down payment assistance of up to 4% of purchase price ($16,000 using $400,000 purchase price) not to exceed $25,000 in the form of a second mortgage deferred for 30 years. 
Subject to CHFA eligibility requirements as detailed on www.chfainfo.com/homeownership/down-payment-assistance/.

≈  FHLBC Downpayment Plus® Program
Downpayment Plus is a program from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago offering up to $6,500 to qualified borrowers. The assistance provided is in the form of a five-year forgivable grant. Grants 
are forgiven on a monthly basis over a five-year retention period. Upon completion of five years, the grant is forgiven. Restrictions apply. Please see the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago’s website at 
www.fhlbc.com for complete requirements. “Downpayment Plus” is a registered trademark of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago.

Δ DACA refers to Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.
Accounts are subject to approval and are provided in the United States by BMO Bank N.A. Member FDIC © 2024 BMO Bank N.A.

Introducing BMO’s “Welcome Home Grant” and Closing Cost Discount, which offer up to 
$3,000† in down payment and closing cost assistance for qualified borrowers. Homebuyers 
can combine this grant with other programs to receive up to $25,500* in down payment 
assistance to help make the dream of homeownership a reality.

   Get a 30-year fixed rate mortgage.

   Contribute as little as $1,000 from your own funds.

   Ask about programs eligible for DACAΔ recipients.

BMO’s Welcome 
Home Grant and 

Closing Cost 
Discount up to   

$3,000†

CHFA Preferred 
Plus Program 

up to    

$16,000‡

FHLBC 
Downpayment 
Plus® Program 

up to  

$6,500≈

++
up to

$25,500
in down payment 

assistance.*
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Program 

6:00 p.m.	���� Event Begins at Upper Larimer 
Catering by Aung’s Bankok Cafe

7:00 p.m. 	 Welcome Remarks

	 Video with Client Stories

	 Remarks from Sharon Knight, Hope CEO

	 Paddle Raise

8:00 p.m.	 Dessert, Drinks and Visiting Continues

8:15 p.m.  	 Check Out Open	 	

		

Hope 
for the

Future



HAYNIECPAS.COM

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

FAMILY FIRM

Recognized by Inside Public Accounting
and Accounting Today as a Top 100 firm,

Haynie & Company provides trusted 

Tax, Audit & Assurance, 
Business Consulting & Advisory, and

Client Advisory Services 

to help you take charge of your
finances and plan what’s next. We’re also
proud to support Hope Communities as a

Refreshment Sponsor for this year’s
Hope for the Future event.

Proudly serving the community
and clients like you.

Scan to contact us today!

Welcome to Hope For The Future 2025!
Welcome to Hope for the Future 2025. We are so pleased to share the 
evening with you and pleased that we have an opportunity to tell you a 
bit about the incredible impact of Hope Communities. It is a way for us to 
celebrate the thousands of people who have overcome obstacles and begun 
the journey towards achieving life goals for themselves and future generations 
– often going from homelessness or forcible displacement to stable housing, 
improved employment, and homeownership.

We are very proud to have served 4,592 individuals with customized 
programs and services last year. We provided services with skilled staff who 
speak 21 languages; offered enough fresh, culturally appropriate food to 
prepare more than 99,802 meals; provided direct employment assistance 
to over 2,000; worked with 352 kids; and served more people experiencing 
homelessness than ever before. It has been rewarding to see such 
transformational growth for the families we served across the region last year, 
made even more possible with the opening of a new office in Northglenn to 
better serve clients north of Denver.

We fully understand that we cannot do this work alone, and in fact, collaborate 
with many incredible nonprofit and agency partners to leverage resources and 
ensure comprehensive services for those who need them most. We also utilize 
valuable volunteer hours to support many of our planned activities.  We are 
grateful for all the partners who help to make our impactful program possible. 

Continued on next page...

VISION : A community in which everyone has a safe place  
to call home and the resources they need to thrive. 

MISSION : We strengthen communities and provide pathways  
to economic and personal opportunity through affordable housing,  

educational programs and support services.
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SUZANNE M. LEFF  350 INDIANA STREET  LINDSAY S. SMITH 
MOLLY FOLEY-HEALY SUITE 450   WENDY WEIGLER 
KIMBERLY PORTER  GOLDEN, COLORADO  TRAVIS KEENAN 
MARCI ACHENBACH  303-863-1870   ZACHARY GOLDBERG  
CAREY SMITH   MICHAEL LAMB  RICHARD JOHNSTON 
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Greg Glade (chair)
Principal
MGL Partners

Thomas Bryan
CEO
Colorado Housing and  
Finance Authority

Emily Charlesworth (secretary)
Partner
Lewis Roca LLP

Will Cooper
Channel Marketing Manager
Gates Corporation

Charlie Cummings
Founder & Managing Partner
Innovate Commercial Real Estate

Molly Foley-Healy Esq
Of Counsel
Winzenburg, Leff, Purvis & Payne LLP

Debbie Herrera
Director of Human Resources
Colorado Housing and  
Finance Authority

Chuong Le
Attorney
3i Law

Masouda Omar
Head of Small Business and 
Community Development Capital
Momentus Capital

Greg Shields (treasurer)
Senior Vice President
FirstBank

Ben Taylor
Vice President & Project Partner
Lincoln Avenue

Laurie Hirschfeld Zeller
Community Activist

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE HOPE COMMUNITIES  
DEVELOPMENT AND EVENT COMMITTEES

Annette Dayley
Clare Kelly
Lee Medina

Katie Wienecke
Austin Wood
Laurie Zeller

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As you hear more about what we do tonight, please think about how you 
would like to engage with us – to support housing stability, increase family 
self-sufficiency, and enhance economic mobility for those who have commonly 
been disenfranchised. All our programs and services are supported with 
fundraising dollars, so your cash donations and volunteer efforts will make a 
tremendous impact. 

One partner we are extremely pleased to partner with is the Colorado 
Housing and Finance Authority (CHFA). They are incredible thought-
partners and advocates for both affordable housing and access to first-time 
homeownership. We are honored to recognize the meaningful and sustained 
work of Cris White, CEO of CHFA tonight. He has long been a champion for 
housing across our state, guiding the way for numerous important initiatives 
to advance stability and opportunity for the residents of Colorado. We are 
grateful for his leadership.

We are also grateful for your support. We simply could not do this work 
without your help. All programs and services are supported with fundraising 
dollars. As you hear more about what we do tonight, please think about how 
you would like to engage with us – to battle homelessness, increase family 
self-sufficiency and enhance equity for those who have commonly been 
disenfranchised. It will take us all to address the very complex issues impacting 
families in our community. 

Thank you,

Greg Glade, Board Chair		  Sharon Knight, President & CEO 
Principal, MGL Partners		  Hope Communities	



NEW CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATION | RESTORATION

BUILDING BETTER LIVES

303-777-7999  |  palaceconst.com

PROTECTING ASSETS.
MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

Value‑Added Services:

 + Certificate Compliance

 + Claims Management & 
Coordination

 + Complex Risk

 + Contract Review

 + Cyber Liability

 + Environmental Risk

 + Executive Risk Solutions

 + Global Risk

 + Risk Control

 + Workers’ Compensation

IMA understands clients’ business first 
and places insurance second.

Insurance  |  Employee Benefits  |  Surety  |  Wealth Management

IMACORP.COM

CHAMPION SPONSORS

PROGRAM SPONSORS



REFRESHMENT SPONSORS

DESSERT SPONSORS

CMIT Solutions

Urban Ventures

Ent Credit Union

Centric Elevator

MENU SPONSORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Aquirre’s

LPL Financial

Service Master Clean

Denver Health

Adam Riddle

PHOTOGRAPHY 
SPONSORS

Vectra Bank

Enterprise Community 
Partners

LINCOLN AVENUE

SHARON KNIGHT

ILLEGAL PETES

DCPS

REFRESHMENT SPONSORS



Muhammad Hussain Abdullahi
Juan Alonso
Sylvia Baker
Tac Bonney
Isias Caro
Raymundo Ceniceros
Ramesh Darwishi
Lara Ann Frey
Ketti Graefenhain
Yemi Habte
Laily Hashem
Donelle Hogarth
Nangzi Htawshe
Agustin Juarez
Mohamed Juma
Sharon Knight
Carlie Lewis

Elfaz Mandefro
Husna Mohammadi
Maryam Mohammadi
Amber Owens
Ro Da Paw
Yaqueline Perez
Adeline Rehema
Brenda Roush
Jolynn Snyder
Matt Starr
Hlaing Than
Martina Torres
Stephanie Urban
Matt Wolf
Austin Wood
Emily Yu
Latif Zahedi

2025 STAFF

Languages spoken by Hope Communities’ staff:  
Amharic, Arabic, Burmese, Dari, Farsi, English, Hindi, Japanese, Kachin,  
Karen, Kinyarwanda, Masalit, Pashto, Persian, Spanish, Swahili, Turkish, 
Urdu, and Vietnamese

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Scan the code to make a donation for the programs 

and services of Hope Communities:


